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Now that the excitement and celebrations of your 

engagement are over, itõs time to plan one of the most 

important days of the rest of your life together. 

 

There are few more romantic settings than Washbourne 

Court, situated in the heart of the Cotswold fairytale 

village, Lower Slaughter along side the River Eye. 

 

The new Washbourne Court offers a unique refreshing 

twist on luxury country house hotel ethos, situated right 

in the heart of the beautiful Cotswolds with an enviable 

reputation for exceptionally fine food.  

 

A truly splendid 17th century hotel, once an Eton 

cramming school, standing in four acres of beautiful 

grounds, Washbourne is an inspired mix of exciting 

contemporary design and handsome historic features. 

Traditional beamed ceilings, stone mullioned windows and the most magnificent fireplace in 

the bar, all harmonise with a restaurant style that is both bold and contemporary whilst being 

wonderfully comfortable.  

 

In the unique 'uber' cool of the luxuriously relaxing Scholars Lounge, guests love to graze the 

delicious bar menu or lounge over a latte, a pot of tea or something a little stronger.  

 

The village of Lower Slaughter is regarded by many as the prettiest village in England and 

one of the most beautiful and unspoiled villages in the Cotswolds making Washbourne Court 

the most idyllic location for your special day. 

 

During the summer, guests really appreciate having their champagne receptions on our 

Riverside Terrace, a truly charming riverside setting, with wild birds strutting across the lawns, 

giving every impression of being so appreciative of their beautiful natural habitat. In the 

winter months, guests enjoy relaxing in front of the real log fires. 

 

Weddingõs come naturally to us all here at Washbourne and we want to make your special 

day an everlasting memory. It is important to get every detail right, thatõs why our dedicated 

wedding planner will be on hand from the initial enquiry and viewing of the property all the 

way through to co-ordinating the details on the day itself.  

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

Washbourne Court has three beautiful rooms licensed for civil ceremonies, from a small 

intimate ceremony up to 60 people. 

 

The Etonõs is a beautifully modern 

but comfortable room, with lots of 

natural light. The colour themes are 

Black, Gold and Red. This is our 

largest room licensed for civil 

ceremonies and therefore can 

accommodate up to 80 guests.  

 

This room can also be used for your 

Wedding Breakfast accommodating 

60 guests on 6 round tables of 10, 

and an additional 2 tables of 10 

slightly external to the room taking 

numbers up to 80. 

Hire Charge 

Monday to Friday £500.00 

Saturday & Sunday £650.00 

 

 

Near to The Etonõs is the Windsor Room; this room has dual aspect windows, a beautiful 

view of the River Eye and direct access onto our river terrace.  

 

The Windsor is perfect to accommodate up to 30 guests for your ceremony and the same for 

your wedding breakfast, 30 guests on three round tables of 10 or alternatively 22 guests on 

one long table.  

 

Hire Charge: Monday to Friday £300.00, Saturday & Sunday £450.00  

 

The Allington room is our most intimate of rooms only accommodating a maximum of 14 

guests; it also has dual aspect windows and has external access from the front courtyard of the 

Hotel.  

 

Hire Charge: Monday to Friday £150.00, Saturday and Sunday £300.00. 

 

 

 

 



  
 
If having your ceremony and Wedding breakfast with us is just not enough why not take over 

Washbourne Court Exclusively. 

 

Enjoy a slice of English country life combined with stylish and 

contemporary design, to such perfect effect, making your wedding 

everything that you'd ever dreamed it would be. 

 

The sophisticated yet understated elegance of the house lends 

itself perfectly to weddings and civil partnership ceremonies, offering a style that is both bold 

and contemporary whilst being wonderfully comfortable.  

 

Washbourne Court lends itself perfectly to high profile weddings and ceremonies, tucked 

away from prying eyes in the small village of Lower Slaughter, offering a highly secure 

environment, with friendly but discrete hospitality. 

 

Exclusive use of Washbourne Court includes: 

 

× Accommodation in our 30 individually designed bedrooms (accommodation for 60 

guests) 

× Exclusive use of The Etonõs, Scholars Lounge, River Terrace and the Windsor 

rooms. ð One of which can be used for your Civil Ceremony. 

× Table Linen 

× Complimentary newspaper in each bedroom 

× Full Cotswold Country Breakfast for your guests the following morning 

 

(The above price does not include any Food and Beverage; these costs will be additional to 

the exclusive use fee, if taking a Saturday night we require you to take 50% of the rooms the 

night prior in addition to this cost also.) 

 

Exclusive use runs from 2.30pm on the day of check in until 

11.00am the following morning. 

 

Our Maximum capacity for an evening reception is 130 guests 

and we respectfully ask that all music is finished at Midnight 

and any non-residents leave the property by 12.30am. 

For use of Washbourne Court after 5.30pm for an evening reception or dining over 30 

people an ôExclusive Useõ fee will apply. 

 

Charges: 

Total of 30 rooms charged at £5000.00 

Total Hire of Washbourne Court Public Areaõs and grounds: 

Varies from £2000.00 to £6000.00 ð please call for a tailored quotation. 



  
 

 

Our award-winning chefs here at Washbourne Court 

use the finest, freshest ingredients, sourced locally 

wherever possible. The result is a gastronomic 

experience beyond all your guestsõ wildest 

expectations, tempting even the most jaded of palates. 

 

From small gatherings to large, our chefs never fail to 

produce outstanding results and consistency with their 

food. 

 

You will find our current Menu to follow; we are more than happy to design a menu to suit 

your tastes and budget and we are more than happy to cater for any special dietary 

requirements your guests have also. 

 

We ask that for your wedding breakfast you choose one 

starter, one main course and one desert, plus a vegetarian 

option if required to serve all your guests. 

 

We can also provide a Menu Tasting once you have 

chosen your final menu for your wedding breakfast, just so 

you get a feel for the food. (Exclusive Use weddings only) 

 

 

Eugene knew instinctively from a young age that he 

belonged in the kitchen. His love of food started as he 

toured his native Cheshire working with Le Petit Blanc 

with Steve Burman and then Dave Aspin at Simply 

Heathcotes.  

 

Soon realising his passion for his craft was not quenched, Eugene pushed himself forward to 

learn within a multitude of multi Rosetted gastronomic havens. Driving himself to his first 

Head Chef position at the age of 24 in his new home of the Cotswolds. 

 

òI donõt like over complicated, pretentious food ð the key for me is the ingredients, I just 

cook from the heart and love the idea of a challenge,ó explains Eugene ð a trait that clearly 

hasnõt dwindled with time.  

 

òI relishing my newest challenge at Washbourne Court, I feel that while we already are well 

know for our cuisine, we need to get to the next level. Fabulously sumptuous cream teas ð 

Ribeyes with a scrummy heart of fat; for me itõs not just flavour, but texture, not just texture 

but the provenance of the ingredients and that starts from our Local suppliersð something 

that clearly inspires Eugenes  fresh and seasonal menu. 

 

 



  
 

Wedding Breakfast Menu One 

£45 per person 
Please choose one set menu from the following 

 
Starter 

 

Pan Fried smoked salmon, celeriac remoulade, caviar dressing *  

 

Warm Goats Cheese parcel, green bean, shallot and tomato salad 

 

Ballotine of ham hock, beetroot carpaccio * 

 

Soup, various available on request 

 

Grilled red mullet, braised baby gem, gazpacho dressing *  

 

Chicken liver and foie gras parfait, fig and apple compote 

 

Beetroot and watercress risotto v 

 

Gratin of celeriac and blue cheese, roasted vegetables and tapenade * v 

 

Main 
 

Loin of pork with fondant potato, smoked bacon, Savoy cabbage and sage jus *  

 

Roast beef, Yorkshire pudding, horseradish hollandaise 

 

Pan fried sea bass, confit potato, sauté of fennel and tomato *  

 

Slow cooked shoulder of lamb, dauphinoise potato, tapenade jus *  

 

Confit duck leg cassulet, white beans, chorizo and tomato 

 

Roast salmon, crab cous cous, baby leeks, shellfish sauce 

 

Wild mushroom and roquette risotto v  

 

Fricassee of baby artichokes, mushrooms, spinach v  

 

Dessert 
 

Rich chocolate tart, praline ice cream, crushed pistachio 

 

Vanilla panna cotta, berry compote *  

 

Pineapple tart tatin, vanilla ice cream 

 

Raspberry mille fuille, raspberry ripple ice cream 

 

Egg custard tart, milk ice cream 

 

Iced strawberry pavlova parfait *  

 

*Gluten Free      v Vegetarian 



 
 

 

 

Sample Childrenõs Menu 

 
Available to children 12 and under 

 

Half portions of the adult menus are available and 

will be charged at half the price of the adult menu. 

 

Alternatively you can select one dish from each course of the Childrenõs menu selector and 

serve to all the children in the party 

£16.50 

 

Melon Cocktail or Soup of the Day 

 

Salmon Fishcake and Pea Puree 

 

Roast Chicken Breast with a Medley of Vegetables 

 

Sausage and Mash 

 

Spaghetti with Tomato or Carbonara Sauce 

 

Ice Cream Sundae or Fruit Salad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wine at Washbourne Court is not just wine itõs a passion. We have an extensive wine list 

with both rare and vintage bottles available and more everyday wine to suit all tastes. More so 

if there is something we donõt have that you would like we can source it for you. 

 

We can offer you a selection of drinks to enjoy upon arrival or throughout your day 

 

Glass of Laurent Perrier Champagne £9.00 per glass 

Champagne Cocktail    £10.50 per glass 

Bucks Fizz    £10.00 per glass 

Pimms Cocktail    £10.00 per 

glass 

Sherry     £4.50 per glass 

Non-alcoholic cocktail   £3.50 per glass 

Orange Juice    £3.00 per glass 

 

 

We offer a range of Red, White and Rose wines to compliment your wedding breakfast. Our 

Food and Beverage Manager Stefan or our Bar manager Chris will be more than happy to 

advise you on suitable choices to accompany your menu. 

 

From our experience, we usually find that half a bottle per person over the meal is adequate, 

this equates to about two and a half glasses per person. As for champagne for the toast, 

usually we can pour about 5 glasses per bottle of champagne. 

 

If you would like to supply your own wine, please note that the following corkage prices will 

be added to your final bill. 

 

Wine:      £12.50 per bottle 

Champagne or Sparkling wine:  £20.00 per bottle 

After dinner drinks and dessert wine:  £17.50 per bottle 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
At von Essen hotels we have the most luxurious resources to get you there with the least 

possible fuss, in the greatest possible style.  

 

Travel by air in one of our fleet of luxury helicopters and 

executive jets or alternatively, why not travel by road in 

the ôSpirit of Ecstasyõ, a prestigious Rolls-Royce 

Phantom.  

 

 

You can even float along the Thames to Henley in one 

of Clivedenõs lovingly restored 

flotilla of 

vintage 

launches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

We can collect you and your guests from their homes, and ensure that you arrive at your 

destination in style.  

 

Alternatively, one of the von Essen executive jets is also available for more distant 

destinations should you so wish. 

 

We would be happy to discuss this further with you if you should so wish, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Bridal Hair and Make-up 

 

We are pleased to recommend a few local hairdressers and beauticians for you. They can 

come to you at the hotel or you can see them at their salons, whichever is easier for you.  

 

Wedding Cake 

 

We are unfortunately unable to make your cake in house, but do 

have a local supplier who we would be more than happy to put you in 

contact with. 

 

Photography 

 

We have a list of very good reliable photographers, please just ask 

and we would be happy to give you their details. 

 

Wedding Favours 

 

We would be more than happy to assist you in locating suppliers of table gifts and favours. 

 

Flowers 

 

We have a couple of local florists who we work with quite closely and know the hotel and 

what works here very well, alternatively if you would like to arrange your own florist, please 

ask them to contact our wedding co-ordinator who will be more than happy to show them 

around the hotel to help them consider their displays, the size and location of them. 

 

Seating Plan, Place Cards and Guest List 

 

We are happy to assist you in creating a seating plan to satisfy all your guests 

needs, we can also provide place cards and a table plan for you at no extra 

charge. If you would like something professionally printed or created we have 

a few local stationers and printers who would be able to assist you with this. 

 

Music 

 

We are more than happy for you to choose your own music or musicians 

although some conditions may apply depending on the nature of your 

booking. For a Civil Ceremony we have a sound system suitable for CDs for 

the ceremony and IPODõs for evening music. We ask that you allocate a 

guest to coordinate the music during the ceremony. We also have a wide 

range of musical contacts to suit everyoneõs requirements should you so wish. 

 

 

 


